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Reporting for the week ending April 10, 2011. 

General 
Severe weather, including damaging winds, passed through much of Arkansas at the beginning of last week.  Seven 

tornadoes were counted statewide.  The week ended with warm temperatures and breezy conditions.  All of the 36 weather 

stations reported some measurable rainfall last week.  The greatest precipitation amount was recorded at Mena with 1.69 

inches, followed by 1.65 inches recorded at Fort Smith.  Producers had 5.6 days suitable for fieldwork last week.   Topsoil 

moisture supplies were 12 percent very short, 34 percent short, 47 percent adequate, and 7 percent surplus.  Subsoil 

moisture supplies were 16 percent very short, 33 percent short, 47 percent adequate and 4 percent surplus.  Low 

temperatures ranged from 26 degrees Fahrenheit at Gilbert to 40 degrees Fahrenheit at Brinkley.  Highs ranged from 85 

degrees Fahrenheit at Jonesboro and Mena to 92 degrees Fahrenheit at Fort Smith.   

Crops 

The corn crop was 64 percent planted, 8 percent ahead of both last year and the five-year average, by week’s end.  Corn 

emergence was at 25 percent, 4 percent behind the five-year average but the same as last year.  Producers planted an 

additional 14 percent of the rice crop last week.  Sorghum was at 39 percent planted, 23 percent ahead of both last year and 

the five-year average.  Farmers planted an additional 5 percent of the soybean crop last week, 2 percent ahead of the five-

year average but the same as 2010.  The winter wheat crop was 21 percent headed by week’s end, 21 percent ahead of last 

year and 4 percent ahead of the five-year average.  Winter wheat was in fair to mostly good condition.  Farmers were busy 

planting corn, rice, sorghum, and soybeans last week as weather conditions across the states were favorable for field work.  

Pre-emergence herbicides were being applied as field crops continued progressing.  Additionally, stripe rust in wheat fields 

continued to be seen across the state of Arkansas.   

 

Livestock 

Livestock were in mostly fair to good condition last week.  Pasture and range, as well as hay crops were in mostly fair 

condition by week’s end.  Producers were preparing for haying by spraying and fertilizing their pastures. 
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Crop           Stage Current Week Previous Week 2010 5-Year Avg 

Corn Planted 64 48 56 56 

 Emerged 25 12 25 29 

Rice Planted 21 7 17 15 

 Emerged 1 0 1 2 

Sorghum Planted 39 14 16 16 

 Emerged 1 0 0 3 

Soybeans Planted 6 1 6 4 

 Emerged 1 0 1 0 

Winter Wheat Headed 21 5 0 17 

Crop             Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

Winter Wheat 1 9 33 48 9 

Hay-Alfalfa 0 5 71 24 0 

Hay-Other 5 19 57 19 0 

Pasture and 

Range 

3 28 48 21 0 
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* Departure from normal = (high – low) – 30 year average 
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